RESOLUTIONNO. 21-17

A RESOLUTIONOFTHESANMATEDCOUNTi'HARBORDISTRICTPROTECTINGOUROCEANANDCOAST
FROMOFFSHOREOILANDGAS DRILLINGAND EXPLORATIONACTIVITIES

WHEREAS,the San Mateo County Harbor District and its visitors enjoy California's beaches and

the Pacific Ocean for recreational and commercial activities, all ofwhich support our local economy; and
WHEREAS, our District's residents value our state's ocean and coastal waters, which provide

habitatto a vastarrayofwildlife, includingfish,whales, pinnipeds, seaturtles, and birdsthatdependon
a healthyand clean environment; and

WHEREAS,in California, hundreds ofthousands ofjobs and billions ofdollars ofthe state's gross
domestic product depend on clean water, oil-free beaches, and abundant fish and wildlife; and
WHEREAS,offshore oil andgasdrilling places coastal communities at economic andecological
risk from oil spills and the pollution brought by routine drilling operations, threatening the lives and

livelihoods ofsmall business owners, particularly commercial and recreational fisherman; and
WHEREAS,a massive oil spill in 1969 offthe coast ofSanta Barbarafouled coastal waters and

caused catastrophic economic and environmental damage; and

WHEREAS,in May 2015, a pipeline ruptured near Refugio State Beach in Santa Barbara County
andspilled oil into the PacificOcean, with oil reachingasfarsouth asOrange County, damagingwildlife,
closingbeaches,and impactingrecreationalandcommercial activities;and
WHEREAS, a major spill off Huntington Beach in October 2021 dumped a significant amount of

oil into our coastal waters, resulting in beach closures, impacts to recreational and commercial activities,
and significant environmental and economic damage; and
WHEREAS, the State of California prohibits new oil and gas leasing in state waters due to the
unacceptably high risk of damage and disruption to the marine environment; and
WHEREAS, the Governor of California, the State Senate, the State LandsCommission, and
several cities, have taken a stand against new federal offshore oil and gas leases in the Pacific Ocean,
and several municipalities have called for a ban on offshore drilling; and
WHEREAS, expanding offshore drilling offthe California coast will deepen the state's

dependence on fossil fuels and undermine its efforts to address climate change by reducing greenhouse
gasemissionsand movingtoward renewableenergy.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Harbor Commissioners of the San Mateo County Harbor District
does hereby resolve as follows:

a) The San Mateo County Harbor District supports (1) a permanent ban on new offshore oil and
gasdrilling, tracking,andotherwell stimulation in federal and state watersoffthe California

coast, and (2) no newfederal oil andgasleasing in all U.S. waters, including offthe coast of
California.

b)The Deputy Board Secretary shallforward a copyofthis Resolution to U.S.Secretary ofthe
Interior Deb Haaland, California Governor Gavin Newsom, U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and

Alex Padilla, aswell as U. S. Congressional and state representatives for the San Mateo County
Harbor District and any other interested parties.
PASSEDAND ADOPTED by the Board of Harbor Commissioners of the San Mateo County Harbor
District at a regular meeting thereof held on the 17th day of November, 2021.
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